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Memory of Place: Names of Palestinian Towns
and Villages between Historical Continuity and

Zionist Eradication
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Abstract: What are the places of Palestinian memory and what have they
preserved for us? In which places has Palestinian history been stored? How
were these places constituted? What is the human relationship to the land in
Palestine across history? This research seeks answers to these questions and
attempts to develop guidelines for investigating key locations of Palestinian
memory based on historical documents. This research begins with a review
of theoretical and methodological preliminaries to the study of Palestinian
place-names based on Palestinian collective memory as formed by Palestinian
cultural and communicative memory. The study then takes up discussion of the
relationship between memory and history, reviewing identity of place and the
importance of linguistic studies of Palestinian place names. Finally, it addresses

the transformation of Palestinian space in the wake of the Nakba and the Zionist
policy of obliterating Palestinian place names.

Keywords: Memory, Palestine, Historical Continuity, Zionism.
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Research professor at the Department for Languages and Cultures of the Near East, University of Heidelberg.
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(1) Pierre Nora (ed.), Les lieux de mémoire, 3 vols. (Paris: Gallimard, 1997).
(2011 ¢oplands 51 s 100) 1966-1917 e bl (i o Olabes : lay (2)
o Bl andl pasuiy s Kultur LY 5l Culture (5 SOV Laalll e YA B8 mllaas s Ul pisucad (3)
(BB mllaas iy 5 Sk (Civilization Lall e INA GyLax) Lalll 05,2 dazay o RERTAT RIS
Lo pemally Bl Slollaas (e T oMol prilin ¢ upygn Olns § s mibisls o Ssb 1 8
:305-298 o cand o pall 1 b Gyl ellaas 5 €235-225 o (2010 chaz 2l dp all dedinedl 1y 1) edld) dines



. . .
Ulaulg Wlwlya

b5 VYun w gl yuonllg Ayl dg)lpeiwdl gy Lo dipdnulol sxélg Uaoll slowllaoll 61413

1A3illg pAalall.1

LSJ"J of,a.>w\j c\JSJ f—dmj\ JSJj c«)J)» )J}J\u.ao)s\.ﬂ\ Q\ MJ&H )JW\@;G
‘M}L@f&‘ L“5.‘9 rj.d\js\.bj .)LS.LU ‘ngs.{) 44,5.)4} 40;‘: Bl as) ‘4"[':.““““)""34"\*“{;5'\'9
orladl Cias 5l SHUI ) 5206 ) ol S G iST815 oS5 300G e
d\ o ‘59‘9 ()L@.:Jw\j wu‘ u‘Ja-Yb u)agﬂ.: Lla=Y| dl‘; OJJ.Q.H L@.:L: ojs‘.k“ ij.“

(S)L@,a‘bwb oJSL.U\ & J.AL&..U of.al;J‘ UM\;}:JS.,\J\ dLe ubM\ O s oJS\.,\.S\

dizoall6pAalall.2

(Ul r de gorme 351U elosndl <I3Y1 L Collective Memory Gaazd! 3 S1U1 i 5
551 ey s pazeadl G 2 S ziadl L0, N1 (RCis ‘wiﬂ\a;\syo,ﬁj
o ledl o dhao Sy Glas (Ll e e saeall Gl Lo Loz V15 301 il o) Enoledl
Exazdl 8,511 G Soloelly ool oy Alall oda Al Lo lozr Vs L1 G 5 Lol L;fL:fJ\
/ a3 S1U1 ST Al b1 gl a w\

leany dlasal Bl caliadl Gand edd (2,8 B e By Y il oda 5] iy
S gdedll s oz V1 Jle I (Enazdl 3 S1D ellaas plaseril 5 gry Syl inally 66,5100
La ielezdl 55141 als d’ (1945-1877) Maurice Halbwachs ,.Slalla ) se L5..“.;4,{;3\
gL o L;@LQJ\ O e ol piadl P aeddiul W OlS sl «(1939) mémoire collective

sl (ajl’d\ S b asliseal

dulinlgill 61 4a1a0lg dusleil 6pa1a0l .3

Il a5 Olowl 0L & paal SLulll Jle e JS 06 ¢ oSUidla & a5 e slazeVL
Das (i3l 5,510 J| Das Kollektive Gedéchtnis (Zae3dl 5,510 & 5, hany Ol
Lz .“Das Kommunikative Gedachtnis (4o 21 5,514 _J| 5 (Kulturelle Gedachtnis

Ailies lan (@31 5,510 5 Gl 2 5 STUD o clagly 3 cBnasdl 3,510

an.aJJb «Gedéchtnis J.LQJW} Memory (g S5V s Mémoire d.,.‘jdl Lalll Je VAU G S150 Lalll £y 2]l s (4)

JSJU 8,515 4y, iy Erinnerungy Gedéchtnis lea ) Jaal, LY & g e = wﬁ”ﬁ SISV

;f’ 2020/5/3 b Aasd g el A %;au)LJl PEPRL) (o Y-t PRI ol SN [ I P AL < 3,511y a0
IS8 8 S bl s 5 £349-344 0 Oliuns § e 5 iy 1 a5 ¢ cu:..a.d\ iy %5 4o 5 ¢hitps://bit.ly/2Sw5tAE
11 30l oy glausd W g syddsy g b sl delez Yy sl DJ.«J\ G811 olwl s Ja) LclS).wjvh_) g ple
.58-33 5 (2020 L, /q’u‘ NPHLY)

(5) Aleida Assmann, Erinnerungsrdume: Formen und Wandlungen des kulturellen Geddchtnisses (Minchen: C. H.

Beck, 1999), pp. 228-235.

(6) Jan Assmann. Das kulturelle Geddchtnis: Schrift, Erinnerung und politische Identitdt in friihen Hochkulturen
(Miinchen: C. H. Beck, 1997).
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(7) Astrid Erll. Kollektives Gedéichtnis und Erinnerungskulturen: Eine Einfiihrung (Stuttgart/ Weimar: J. B. Metzler,

2005), pp. 190-192.
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(12) Maurice Halbwachs, Soziale Morphologie: Ausgewdhite Schriften, Stephan Egger (ed.) (Konstanz: UVK Verlag,
2002), p. 129.

(13) Nur Masalha, Palestine: A Four Thousand Year History (London: Zed Books, 2018).
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(Chicago: The University of Chicago Press, 2002).
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(17) Halbwachs, Das Geddchtnis und Seine Sozialen Bedingungen, pp. 13-35.
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(19) Reinhart Koselleck, Zeitschichten: Studien zur Historik, Mit einem Beitrag von Hans—Georg Gadamer (Frankfurt
am Main: Suhrkamp, 2000).

(20) Wolfgang Helck, Die Beziehungen Agyptens zu Vorderasien im 3. und 2. Jahrtausend v. Chr, 2. edition
(Agyptologische Abhandlungen 5). (Wiesbaden: Harrassowitz, 1971); Shmuel Ahituv, Canaanite Toponyms in Ancient
Egyptian Documents (Jerusalem: The Magnes Press, 1984).

(21) William L. Moran (ed. & trans.), The Amarna Letters (Baltimore/ London: The Johns Hopkins University Press,
1992).

(22) Wilhelm Borée, Die alten Ortsnamen Paldstinas (Hildesheim [etc.]: Olms. reprint, 1968; Leipzig: Pfeiffer, 1930);
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Ancient Place Names in the Holy Land: Preservation and History (Jerusalem: The Hebrew University, Magnes Press,
2004).
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